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THE GLAD TIDER  

Hello Church! Yes, that’s you. It’s not the building, but each one of you faithful, grace-filled people of 

God. 
I grateful to have connected with so many of you over the last month via phone, email, mail and 

prayer.  I hope you have felt ways you are the church to neighbors and espe-
cially the dear ones sharing home- 2 legs, 4 legs, slithering or the like. We 

matter to each other. 
As we look at May, here’s the plan: 

1. We will not resume in person worship or meetings for now. Too many 
risks at this point still. Pastor Sarah and Ad Board are considering alternative/

smaller worship experiences that could potentially begin late May.  This is a 
care, safety and equity decision. We are a body and want to allow for the 

greatest participation without endangering each other, especially a vulnerable 
population.  

2. Ad Board is working on a safety/cleaning procedure to implement and 
modify through the phases of reopening. This will include consideration of 

communion, fellowship time, location and time(s) of worship, kid care, and 
meetings.  

3. We will continue online videos of worship.  
4. At-Home Worship outlines will come out with the May Glad Tider along 

with updates from the building team about the potential project for an early 

The Days of May ~ Sheltering in Love 

Blood drive  
May 29th from 12n-6pm 

     Our Red Cross blood drive has remained scheduled for the 29th of May.  There is a critical need for 
blood and I have been assured that numerous precautions are being taken during this stressful time in his-

tory. 

     The highest standards of safety and infection control will be in place. 

     I wanted to share these with you. 

     To insure the health of staff and donors the following precautions include:  1.Checking temperatures of 
staff and donors before entering.  2.  Providing hand sanitizers to use during and throughout the donor 

process, 3.  Following social distancing in all areas, 4. Wearing facemask or coverings for both staff and do-
nors 5.  Routinely disinfecting surfaces, equipment and donor touched areas.6.  Wearing gloves and chang-

ing them often 7. Using sterile collection sets and aseptic scrub for every donation. 

     I would also encourage everyone to do the rapid pass system when you register on line. 

     Blood donation is essential to insuring the health of our communities. 

     The need for blood is constant and volunteer donors are the only source of blood for those in need.    If 

you are presently in good health I urge you to consider donating on May 29th. 

God bless you all, Bev Schneider 

Lunch with the Pastor 

Thursdays, 12-1 

Visit www.steviumc.org 

for up-to-date  

information. 

Game & Trivia Night,  

1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  

6:30-8 pm 

Visit www.steviumc.org  

for up-to-date info. 

Stay tuned to Facebook & email for 

new worship & community             

connection opportunities. 
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Who/What is in your community? 

I sit outside in the early spring sunshine in Stevensville, taking notice of the quiet streets, wide 

yards, and animals that can’t get enough of me (the flies) or each other (the silly squirrels). This is 

the community I call home.  Or better still, the ecosystem that cohabitates with me.  

I make this slight yet also enormous distinction because it reminds me of my simple place in it 

all, the actual choices I have in being a part of it all, and the interconnectedness that is 

unflappable, inescapable.  I can no more ban the squirrels from my yard than I can demand more 

rain on the garden.  Likewise, my interdependence on these aspects of creation are as interlaced 

as my connection with my next door neighbors, family in other time zones, and the mother on the 

other side of the world putting her child to bed. 

All of this reminds me of how we are One in Christ. We are one in the body. The squirrel cannot 

say to the fly, you annoy me, be gone. Nor can the Montanan say to the Floridian, you keep your 

gators and we’ll keep our grizzlies and care no more about the other.  We are interconnected by 

our needs and our gifts, by our vulnerabilities and our strengths.  Most importantly, we are One in 

Christ in the way we were created, given purpose, and made to rely on each other.  

Christ is exactly like God, who cannot be seen. Everything was created by him, everything in 

heaven and on earth, everything seen and unseen, including all forces and powers, and all rulers 

and authorities. God’s Son was before all else, and by him everything is held together.  – Col. 1:15-

17 

So how do we respond to this interconnection? How do we see ourselves as a part of a larger 

ecosystem, both near and far? 

I have heard from many people that we need each other for this faith journey.  I’ve also heard 

that brothers and sisters around the world and the creation in general, need us as we need them 

for this faith journey. 

I want to invite each of us to consider embracing a large ecosystem as that which needs our 

care even as it supports us.  The Navajo Nation in the 4-Corners area has reported 1,197 positive 

cases and 44 deaths due to COVID.  Our conference and UMCOR supports this and other Native 

Nations through Native American Sunday.  Unemployment has already jumped throughout the 

world even as it will touch Stevensville. Debilitating mental illness is and will touch our loved ones 

and those we don’t know by name during physical isolation and for time to come.  

Great gifts mean great responsibilities; greater gifts, greater responsibilities! Luke 12:48 

Courage and hope for the journey, 

Pastor Sarah 
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May 3: Discover God in Your Story 
Taking notice of God in your story is much like 

seeing the moon in the sky. It’s such a big thing that 

takes so little to take notice.  When we know we’re 

called by name as Jesus did to Mary on the path from 

the tomb, go around a corner just to look at burning 

bush, or stand still to hear the whisper of God, we 

can notice God. We can also begin to wonder how 

the Holy shapes us. 

Scripture: Revelation 3:20 (NRSV) Listen! I am 

standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice 

and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with 

you, and you with me. 

Prayer  Almighty and all-knowing God, we come to 

you this day asking for forgiveness and with 

thankfulness. God, forgive us for the times we have 

ignored your presence and your workings in our lives. 

God, we are grateful and thankful for your undying 

love and grace for each of us. Lord, help us to live 

our lives more fully aware of you and how you are 

moving in each of our lives on a daily basis. Open our 

lives, Lord, we want to see and discover you each 

day.  Amen 

Activity: Take an hour, a day to be very conscious 

of all that’s around you. Keep a list, if you want, 

while you use all your senses. Where is the Holy 

Spirit in all this? Then reflect on who helps you for 

this journey of faith and noticing God.  Who gives 

you accountability and community to practice this 

discovery of your story? Share your discoveries with 

someone. 

May 10:  

Honoring the Nurturers of Our Story - 

Mother’s Day 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 4:9 (NRSV) "Only be 

careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do 

not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them 

fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them 

to your children and to their children after them." 

Prayer: As you give us strength and nourishment, 

Holy One, you have given us mothers and women 

who have nurtured our souls. With love and 

intention, they dive into this care. Renew their 

strength, joy, and fortitude in their role and in their 

connection with you. May you be their well that runs 

deep to renew their spirit. Amen 

Activity: Make a video or write a poem for a woman 

in your life who nurtured you. If possible, share it 

with her. If you make a video, send it to Pastor Sarah 

to share as a tribute for Mothers’ Day. 

Living as “Easter People”, people who model their life after Jesus with the hope and empowerment 

from resurrection change, we are invited to share our stories. We unpack and live our stories when we know 

who we are, celebrate our identity with God, claim our purpose, and share these sacred truths with others.  

Our stories are complex and include our histories (nice & troubling), emotions, and cultural influence. 

Allow this outline to guide you in home worship as we claim our faith stories through all of live 

including pandemic & blossoming spring, into a world together again, sharing all that we have as the 

believers did on Pentecost Sunday. Consider creating a set aside space where you worship, reflect, pray, and 

activate your faith journey for everyday life. This is inspired by Kay Kotan and her work “Unpacking Faith 

Stories.” 

Please send your stories to revsarahmerchant@gmail.com as you unpack resurrection 

moments.  

Unpacking Faith Stories: Resurrection Moments 

mailto:revsarahmerchant@gmail.com
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May 17:  
Catch & Capture Your Faith Moments 
Taking notice of God in our stories is the first step, 

and then we get to capture them. In other words, 
how do we claim and integrate God’s message (in the 

Bible, from other people, through creation) so that it 
forms our stories and guides our next step? We begin 

to know the will of God as we live into this answer. 

Scripture Matthew 10:32 (CEB) Therefore, 
everyone who acknowledges me before people, I also 

will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven. 

Prayer: Holy One, Thank you for the guiding spirit 

that draws us to you and then illuminates the 
wisdom, direction, purpose, and essence of God’s will 

and our part.  Give us the courage to capture our 
faith moments in such a way that they transform us 

for your glory. Amen. 

Activity: Creeds are written to claim what you trust 

in, what you fall back on as you think and act in the 
complex world. Write a creed (or mission statement) 

utilizing your faith moments as guides and values for 
living. 

May 24: Share Your Stories 
Many of our favorite celebrations and ceremonies 

include sharing the stories of the past to encourage 

our present. On this Memorial Day Sunday, we offer 
stories of bravery and fortitude for those who served 

in the military. We can remember the tender stories 
of our loved ones who are no longer with us. We can 

share our own story that it might bless and inspire 
others. 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:19-20 (MSG) God has 
given us the task of telling everyone what he is 

doing. We’re Christ’s representatives. God uses us to 
persuade men and women to drop their differences 

and enter into God’s work of making things right 

between them. We’re speaking for Christ himself 
now: Become friends with God; he’s already a friend 

with you. 

Prayer: Oh Gracious God, we know we have been 
shaped by our stories, our moments of failure and 

delight, doubt and wonder. God, continue to guide us 
and challenge us so that we become better 

storytellers of your love and grace in our own 
individual lives. Lord, you put us in particular places 

with people because you need for us to be your 
messenger. Help us to better recognize when you are 

calling on us for this important work. Give us courage 
and strength to answer your call to tell our faith story 

that you have gifted us. Amen. 

Activity: Reach out to a friend or family member 
you haven’t spoken to recently. Ask them to tell you 

a story that has shaped who they are as a person. 
They might ask for a story in return! 

May 31: Empowered to Live Your 
Story: Pentecost Sunday 

We discover, capture, share and finally live our 
stories. This is the gift and empowerment of the Holy 

Spirit that came on Pentecost. The guide and helper 
enlivened the disciples to live out the God’s message 

they had realized in their life. They acted by 
worshipping, eating together, praising God and 

extending goodwill to all people. WE are the church, 
no matter the place, whenever we live our 

resurrection moments with love and grace. That 
means acting, sharing our stories, and growing up 

others to unpack their faith stories, too. 

Scripture: Acts 2 and James 1:22-24 (MSG) 
Don’t fool yourself into thinking that you are a 

listener when you are anything but, letting the Word 
go in one ear and out the other. Act on what you 

hear! Those who hear and don’t act are like those 
who glance in the mirror, walk away, and two 

minutes later have no idea who they are, what they 

look like. 

Prayer: All-knowing God, you know each of us 

intimately. You know our fears. You know our 
anxieties. You provided our spiritual giftedness. Lord 

God, we ask that you continue to help us notice you 
in our lives, capture the stories of our faith, share our 

faith stories, and most importantly that we live our 
daily lives pleasing to you as we pray, are present to 

worship you, we return the gifts you have provided, 
we serve you and your creation, and we share with 

others your goodness, love, and grace. Amen 

Activity: Share and embody the good news, hope, 
joy, peace, and love to the community using sidewalk 

chalk. Make your design simple or ornate with 
messages like “peace be with you” and “you are 

loved” for everyone! Or write a similar message on a 
card to send to a couple people. You can even make 

a cake with the message- it is the church’s birthday!  
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Town Hall / Charge Conference 

Shepherding 

A crisis can bring out the best in people!  Over the 

past couple of weeks, the Shepherding Committee 

has been contacting as many people in our church 

directory as they could reach, both to check in and to 

ascertain the need for masks.   

But wait, let me back up.  Our directory was 

woefully out of date and Pastor Sarah along with 

Carolyn Mickens and the rest of the Shepherding 

Committee and with the additional help of Carol 

Goffe undertook to update the directory.  This will 

always be an ongoing project, but for the present we 

have an updated directory.   

THEN the Shepherding Committee began 

contacting people.  We called and texted and 

emailed, and then called and texted and emailed 

again to try to reach everyone possible.  We had 

wonderful exchanges, corrected directory 

information, chatted and commiserated, and asked 

about the need for the CDC recommended home-

sewn masks.   

THEN a list was compiled of who needed masks 

and how many.   

THEN the seamstresses went to work.  Fabric was 

transported from A to B and B to C and masks were 

made and picked up and brought to a central 

location (my garage/craft studio) and individual 

packets of the appropriate number of masks for each 

family or person requesting them were made up.  

We had masks made with a wonderful variety of 

fabric patterns and using several different published 

designs with which the internet is awash.   Many 

thanks to the industrious seamstresses:  Lynda 

Fisher, Gina Farnham, Marilyn Murphy, Dusty 

Schrock, Arlene Halfhide, Carol Gragg, and even a 

non-member, my friend since high school, Janalee 

McFadgen (who also provided a lot of fabric). 

Altogether just about a hundred masks were made 

and distributed. And without exception, every one of 

them offered to keep working as long as there was a 

need.   

THEN the packets of masks were delivered to 

Pastor Sarah to be organized for distribution by the 

Administrative Council.  

This is just another example of what we can 

accomplish when we work together. 

THEN we rested and looked forward to Easter 

because even though we cannot be together in 

person, we really know that we are together in spirit. 

Submitted by Marcia Prather, Shepherding Committee  
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Someone once said that if you don’t shape your future, the future will shape you. We have been 

bombarded with terms like “the new normal”, or “the future is going to be quite different” lately. On 
June 7th our congregation is going to be able to take a step towards what that new normal will look like 

for us and begin to shape our future.  
In March, you gave us permission to investigate the possibilities of enhancing Stevensville United 

Methodist Church’s mission in the Bitterroot Valley by starting an early child learning center (ECLC). The 
team, Bill Moon, Paul Luddington, Sara Malo, Gretchen Spies, Kendra Ruff, Lenny Johnson, Paster Sarah 

and John Fisher along with our partner, Laree Jessop has developed a business plan outlining what this 
new mission will look like.   

On June 7th, District Superintendent Jan Witman will be with us to facilitate a charge conference as 
we consider how we can work together to make the Sapphire ELC a reality. As the time gets nearer, we’ll 

evaluate the best way to give the congregation a preview of the information and conduct a meeting 
within our current reality. Thank you for your commitment and trust that God’s mission in Stevensville is 

alive and calling. 

John Fisher, Building Team 



The more I learn about plants, the more they 

astonish me, by their abilities, their knowledge, and 

their importance to the whole world. We now know 

that plants see, hear, smell, and remember as well as 

humans—and all of this without the brain that we 

have always considered necessary. The God who 

created all of life clearly has models in mind that we 

do not comprehend. 

If that were not enough, we can meditate upon 

the fact that we would not even exist without plants, 

since plants provide us with the air we breathe and 

the food we eat. This is not a world dominated by 

people, no matter what we would like to think. 

I do not meditate upon those facts when I am on 

my knees in the garden, pulling weeds, but they are 

always in the back of my mind these days. Knowing 

that God’s creation is beyond my understanding gives 

me humility. Knowing that lettuce and trees and soil 

bacteria are all part of the tapestry, along with me, 

gives me a sense that my thread is integral in the 

design, even though I can see only a small piece of 

the whole. 

When I am gardening, I set new plants into the 

ground, start others from seed, move established 

plants around, dig out ones I do not want. I try very 

hard to take care of the soil, because it is far more 

important to the world of plants than anything I 

might accomplish. I cherish and treat gently all the 

web of life that my fingers touch, realizing that its 

complexity and continued existence are necessary to 

the life of my garden plants. 

When I am gardening, I am caring for plants, 

nurturing the young ones, giving water and food to 

all of them, attempting to protect them from their 

enemies. These are ways in which I can be part of 

God’s creation, part of the plan of the Creator God. I 

am acting with the love which God has taught me. 

The meaning of gardening is not something that I 

understand, but I do know that it can turn my life 

right side out. No matter what has gone wrong 

during the day, I can be cured by kneeling down 

among the plants and getting my fingers in the dirt. 

When I do that, I become a part of God’s garden. 

Molly Hackett 
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The Church is its People 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

May 1- Mac Merchant 

May 6 —Kathy Wood  

May 8—Sue Cunningham 

May 10—Linda Kauffman & Jenna Lockman 

May 11— Harvey Hackett & Blakey Locman 

May 12— Michael Rees, Jacob Jensen & 

Nicholas Jensen 

May 23—Mary Hackett 

May 24—Matthew Goffe 

May 25—Jeanne Clark 

May 26- Lydia Merchant 

May 29—Ellyn Jones & Dusty Schrock 

ANNIVERSARIES 

MAY 13 - JANET & BRYAN LONSKI 

May 15—Julie & Paul Ludington 

May 25—Charles & Josette Hacket 
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As I write this, it’s been 7 weeks since we’ve held 

a children’s Sunday School class inside of our 

beautiful church building.  Some days it feels like it 

couldn’t possible be that long ago, and other days it 

feels like forever ago.  We’ve learned a lot during 

this time apart, and I wanted to share what our 

family has learned.  Maybe it will resonate with you 

too.     

Waiting is hard.  In a world where instant 

gratification, instant downloads, and instant 

entertainment is the norm, waiting for the 

Coronavirus to go away is far from easy.  Our family 

has realized that we can’t just sit and wait.  We need 

to keep moving forward as we navigate our new 

normal.  At our house, we try to keep some sort of 

routine and are using this time to learn new things 

and make future plans as best we can.  We don’t 

want to lose weeks or months of our life during this 

precious time of being together as a family. 

Be kind to others.  We all share the same 

problem and the same fears right now.  Some days, 

our family might seem to be handling things well, 

but our neighbors might not.  And vice versa, on 

days where our neighbors seem to be thriving, we 

can’t see the light at the end of the tunnel.  You 

never know what someone might be going 

through.  In some ways, this commonality has 

connected us closer to others, even while we are 

distancing ourselves physically.  

Family is great.  We have loved spending extra 

time with our kids while they’ve been home, and we 

have been able to focus 100% or our attention on 

our kids and our family, rather than share our 

attention with other personal or professional 

obligations. 

Life is not easy.  Any time you have problems in 

life, there is usually a lot of stress to go along with 

it.  There have been some days during the last 7 

weeks that were harder than others, but we have 

survived.  This reminds me of a quote, “So far you’ve 

survived 100% of your worst days”.  So true. 

Don’t worry.  There’s a lot that we can’t control 

right now, and it can be hard to cope with all the 

unknowns being thrown at us every day.  Even 

though we are worried, this is a time to trust in 

God.  Luke 12:25-26.  

What’s happening this month: 

Sunday School will continue to meet online 

throughout the month of May and Sunday School 

materials will continue to be posted on our Stevi 

UMC Next Generation Facebook page every 

Friday.  Our end of the year Sunday School 

bash has been postponed for now, but when 

we meet again there will be a lot to 

celebrate!  Stay safe, everyone.  We miss you! 

 

Our lessons in May: 
5/3 – The Lord is My Shepherd – Psalm 23 

5/10 – Living Stones, Chosen People – 1 Peter 

2:2-10 

5/17 – The Spirit of Truth – John 14:15-21 

 

Kendra Ruff, Sunday School Superintendent 

Youth 
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The UMW has had two meetings by conference 

call and is starting to work on Bazaar 
items.  Currently our Bazaar is scheduled for 

Saturday, October 24th in the fellowship hall.  We 
discussed what sells best and what doesn't.  Our 

past experience says that consumables in the way of 
crafts and items sell better than decorations and 

knick knack types of crafts.  However, we are open 
to all crafts to sell at the Bazaar.  We would 

especially like to have items in school colors such has 
Stevensville H.S.colors, Hamilton H.S colors, UM Griz 

colors, etc.  We would love to have as many people 
as possible make items, whether crafts or baked 

goods for the Bazaar.  It is our biggest fundraiser 

and we feel the need in our missions throughout the 
community will be even greater next year and will 

need our financial support.  Now might be a good 
time to get started on those crafts. 

We want to thank everyone who donated to our 
"Plant a Tree" fundraiser.  We raised over $300 for 

trees.  At $1. per tree, that's over 300 trees!  Our 
next meeting is Saturday, May 16th at 10am.  If we 

are not able to meet in person, we will meet by 
conference call again.   

Julie Weindel, UMW president  

The genus Pulsatilla contains about 33 species of herbaceous perennials native to meadows and prairies of 

North America, Europe and Asia. Derived from the Hebrew word for Passover, “pasakh”, the common name 

pasque flower, refers to the Easer flowering period.  The picture of wild pasque was taken on the Nature 

Trail at Bass Creek on April 6th while the domestic version was taken on April 16th in our yard.  Pasque is the 

state flower of my home state, South Dakota.  Bonus points if you an pronounce the capital, Pierre, cor-

rectly! 

Blessings, joey diers 

UMW 
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Gratitude Abounds 

Happy Easter! 

I want to thank all of you for contributing your time and talents towards our 

Lenten and Easter worship experience. Our church family is fortunate to have peo-

ple like you committed to keeping us all together, when we can’t be physically to-

gether, in our faith journey. 

Lynda Fisher 

Christ the Lord is Risen Today!  Thank you so much for the Easter goodie 

bag. That Easter bunny was very secretive.   I pray that your cup is filled to 

over flowing as mine is with this simple gesture.  Christ the Lord has risen.  

~Denise Meeks in Florence 

Thank you very much for the care package that was delivered to us today.  

What a kind gesture from our SUMC. Thank you Shepherding Committee for making 

this happen.  You all do a lot to hold our congregation together. It is appreciated. 

Blessings,  

Carole Koval 

Thank you so much for the Easter Bag of goodies and song!  It’s been a 

long time since I’ve had a colored egg!  I love it and it’s very thoughtful of 

you!  ~Julie 

Thanks for your generosity. The people of SUMC have continued to   

exhibit generous spirits through care, connection and offering. We 

made it through April with contributions exceeding budget needs which 

made up for the low months of February and March.   

Thank you for continuing to be good stewards. 
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