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Blessing of Backpacks  

& Crossing Thresholds 

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 

 

Welcome  

Opening Words & Stillness 

One: God has set this day before us, 
All: A day set apart, a day of rest and praise. 
One: God has set our lives before us, 
All: A span of years in which we love, and learn, 
and serve. 
One: God has set God’s seal upon our hearts, 
All: So that we might live fully in deep love. Let 
us worship God. 

Song            Joyful, Joyful                 UMH 89 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of 
love; hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of 
day! 
 

All thy works with joy surround thee, 
earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, 
center of unbroken praise.  
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest, 



SELC is now accepting students 
for after school care and for 
distance learning pods! Email 
sapphireelc@gmail.com or call 
the church office to register or to 
get more information! 

wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of 
happy rest! Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all 
who live in love are thine; teach us how to love 
each other, lift us to the joy divine.  
 

Mortals, join the mighty chorus, which the morning 
stars began; 
love divine is reigning o’er us, binding all within its 
span. Ever singing, march we onward,  victors in 
the midst of strife; joyful music leads us sunward, 
in the triumph song of life. 
 

Prayers of the Heart & Offering 
 

Scripture                            2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
 

Message & Reflection                        Crossing Thresholds 
 

Song                 The Summons                     FWS 2130 

Will you come and follow  me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the 

same? 

Will you let my love be shown , will you let my name be 

known,  will you let my life be grown in you and you in 

me? 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you 

and you in me? 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

Will you love the “you” you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the 

world around, through my sight and 

touch and sound in you and you in me? 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but 
call my name. Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. In your company I’ll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you 
and you in me. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Sharing the Peace to and from All 
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